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SOUTH  lL'uLa:.01i  ANCESTOUS 


Did  you  ever  uonder  :;hcre  your  ancestors  lived  baxore  coming  to  Harrison 
Coimty,  their  place  of  origin  or  nationality,  and  uhen  they  came  to  iunerica? 
Perhaps  you  have  pondered  these  questions  but  did  not  know  irhere  to  find  the 
answers.  If  that  is  the  case,  perhaps  this  short  article  may  help  you  to  find 
some  of  the  ans'.;ers. 

The  place  to  start  in  tracing  your  ancestors  is  i-rLth  your  own  fainily.  Talk  to 
your  parent,  c^sj^'^'-P^-^'Gnts,  old  aunts  or  uncles  and  even  older  non-relatives 
xjho  have  loiovm  your  family.  Record  everything  yoii  hoar  but  unless  the  inforr,!- 
ation  is  tal:cn  from  a  family  Bible  or  other  authentic  \jritten  source,  record 
it  as  hearsay  or  faiaily  tradition  only,  something  to  be  check_^upon  later. 
J'hile  the  memory  of  many  older  people  is  remarkable  in  general,  they  sometiraes 
forget  details]  dates,  given  names  and  other  facts  necessarj"  to  complete  your 
faiaily  tree.  Visit  old  cemeteries  whore  your  folks  have  lived.  Old  stones 
frequently  contain  genealogical  inforraation  of  great  value  such  as;  (all 
names  are  fictitous) 

y^vf  wife  of  John  Smith  and  daughter  of  Jaiaes  and  Catherine  Jones. 

Agnes  Smith  was  bom  in  '-.'ashington  County,  Pa.  on  7/U/1752. 

iioy   './eaver  died  on  8/I6/I827.  tie   left  7  sons  and  3  daughters. 

Charles  Brovm  emigrated  to  Harrison  County  from  Shenancioah  County,  Va. 
in  I3l6. 

Another  source  of  infonaation  is  county  histories  and  atlases.  Some  dealing 
with  Harrison  County  are:  p   , 

Indiana  •>  rjirthplacc,  a   history  of  Hari-ison.  compiled  by  -Jilliam  II.   Uoose 

in  1911,  revised  by  Ai-ville  L.  Ftmli  in  1966. 
Biographical  and  Historical  oovcnir  by  JoYm   M.  Grcsham  covering  eight 

counties  in  southern  Indiana. 
Gi-iffings  Atlas  of  Hair  icon  County. 
^Julliet'j  Atlas  of  Harrison  County. 

(All  of  these  are  available  at  the  Coiydon  Library) 
Maybe  after  all  of  tliis  has  been  done,  you  still  may  not  Icnow  where  your 
ancestors  lived  before  coming  to  H.  .risen  County.  Hovrevor,  from  the  na.ie  or 
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othcr  inforriiation  collected,  you  nay  have  an  idea  of  their  nationality.  In 
this  case,  it  uould  be  helpful  to  laiou  whore  various  nationalities  settled 
upon  corainc  to  /oiierica.  l.'any  of  tin;  old  faiailios  of  southern  Harrison  County 
caine  from  I'onnsylvania,  \/'ircinia  or  llortii  Carolina,  so  let  us  confine  further 
discussion  to  those  three  states.  Peiuisylvania  v;as  settled  by  Quakers  under 
V/illiam  Penn,  by  people  from  Cenaany  and  the  Iletherlaiids  \:ho  bccaine  loiovm  as 
Pennsylvania  Ehatch,  and  by  the  Scotch-Irish,  b'ho  irere  these  people  and  v;hy 
did  they  con^j  to  America^ 

The  Quakers  cane  mainly  from  i^ingland  and  like  the  Prilgrims  uere  seeking  re- 
ligious freedom. 

Tlie  Scotch-Irish 
In  1609,  the  lands  of  northern  Ireland  were  appropiated  by  i-ang  Jariies  as  a 
result  of  tiie  Irish  Tiebellion,  partially  political  but  largely  religious. 
These  lands  included  the  counties  of  i^intrim,  AiTiiagh,  i-'ennaiiagh,  Londonderry 
and  lyrone  -  now  IJorthem  Ireland,  and  Cavan,  Donegal  and  Honaghan  -  no;r 
Ulster  Province  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland.  At  that  tirae  the  whole  area  was 
laio^m  as  Ulster  and  was  lease.' by  the  King  to  large  laiidlords  v;ho  brought  irim- 
igrants  from  ijigland  and  Scotland  to  farra  them.  iTiose  from  liigland  were  laiovm 
as  Ulstenaen  while  those  from  Scotland  came  to  be  Icnown  as  the  Scotch- Irish. 
By   about  1720-25,  rents  in  Ulster  had  become  so  higli  and  other  conditions  so 
poor,  that  many  of  the  Scotch- Irish  began  to  immigrate  to  ilmerica  vriiere  they 
played  an  inpcrtant  part  in  early  colonization,  especially  in  Virginia,  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  Hew  Angland  Colonies.  In  Pennsylv£uiia,  this  iniaigration  be- 
came numerous  about  1728  and  over  1200  Scotch-Irish  reached  Merica  in  each 
of  the  suceeding  five  years.  Tliey  ;jere  encouraged  by  the  Pennsylvania  author- 
ities to  settle  in  the  southern  counties  near  the  I-iai^''land  border.  There  had 
been  some  disput  over  the  Pa.-ild.  boundary"-  and  it  was  thought  that  the  Scotch- 
Ii'ish  would  help  i.iaintain  the  boundary  as  it  then  existed. 

At  that  tiiae,  all  of  this  land  cxLcnding  to  the  Ilississippi  Kiver  belonged  to 
..'illiaia  Penn.  having  been  graaited  to  him  by  the  King  of  England.  However,  Penn 
had  had  also  negotiated  treaties  with  the  Indians  before  allowing  settlement 
thereon  and  his  relations  x-:ith  tlie  Indians  had  always  been  friendly.  But  all 
of  this  changed  vjith  the  coming  of  the  Scotcli-IiT-sh.  Being  of  an  aggressive 
nature,  they  were  not  content  to  long  remain  in  the  peaceful  settlements  but 
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pushod  -ifestirard  across  the  first  range  of  nomitains  into  the  Gonexrago  "/alley, 
unto  land  still  claimed  by  tiic  Indians.  This  naturally  upset  the  Indians, 
raids  resulted  and  soine  whites  were  killed.  This  upset  the  staid  C^alcers  and 
Gemans  elsewhere  in  the  county  and  four  of  the  acotch-Irish  were  brought  to 
trial.  'When  asked  by  what  right  they  occupied  the:;e  landSj  they  replied,  "By 
Divine  iiight,  dod  never  intended  such  fertile  lands  to  be  held  by  savages". 
Nothing  further  vras  done  at  this  tii'ae  but  natters  became  worse  and  the  Scotch- 
Irish  were  fitiallj'"  asked  to  raove  out.  This  tlicy  did,  rifjiy  of  them  going  to 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia  which  i;as  then  being  open  .'for  settlement. 
Soma  rather  interesting  stories  are  told  about  the  early  settlement  on 
3orden's  Grant  and  Beverley's  lianor  but  they  are  too  long  to  repeat  here, 
HcnTever,  one  bears  repeating  since  it  shoxrs  the  ratlier  care-free  but  aggress- 
ive character  of  the  Scotch-Irish.  Benjamin  Borden, the  ovmer  of  the  Borden 
Grant, kept  very  poor  records  of  Ms  land  sales  iri-th  the  result  that  tiro  or 
more  persons  often  claimed  the  same  piece  of  land.  Tliis  led  to  many  law-suits 
which  &nig   through  the  covirts  for  msjiy  years,  x;ell  into  the  19th  century. 
Finally,  one  Judge,  became  so  frustrated  at  the  continual  suits  that  he  threw 
them  all  out  of  court,  in  effect  niling  that  the  then  present  oimer  was  the 
legal  owner.  This,  perhaps,  proves  the  old  saying,  "Possession  is  nine  points 
in  law".  Following  the  emigration  of  the  Scotch-Irish  to  Virginia,  we  find 
their  records  in  the  early  settlements  raid  the  Presbyterian  churches  of  Aug- 
iista  County.  An  excellent  book  on  this  subject  is,  "Chronicles  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  Seitlement  in  Virginia"  by  ChaHcley.  One  of  these  earl;^  settlers  vjas 
John  Giliaore.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Alexander  GiLmore,  a  Aovolutionary 
soldier,  who  left  iioclcingham  County  prior  to  1790,  going  to  Lincoln  County, 
Ky.  vjhere  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Smith  in  1791,  thence  to  Scott  and  Hardin 
Counties  and  finally  to  Harrison  County  in  l3l3, 

TIIl^  G;Ja-LUJS 
in  the  esxly  part  of  the  lO'th  ccntuiy,  souLhom  Gen.irny  had  been  scourged  by 
war,  pestilence  and  faiiiine  to  sucli  Jin  extent  tliat  life  there  had  become  un- 
bearab].';f  or  maiiy  of  the  iilaabiLeUits.  The  Palatitiate  aiid  the  Upp'.ir  ^fJiine  woi-c 
areas  from  iniich  the  jaoliabitants  moved  ov.t  in  great  numbei's.  In  fact,  th(;re 
w^i-e  so  mair/  iiiurigraiits  frorn  tliis  section  of  the  comxtiy  that  they  were  call- 
ed "Palatines''.  P!iilade].p; lia  was  Ur  port  of  entiy  for  the  great  majority  of 
tliese  Gorman  refugees,  in  fact,  thi.y  caiae  in  sucli  numbers  that  the  officials 
became  alarmed.  A  law  was  passed  r(^•uiring  every  immigrant,  single  or  married. 
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to  be  propei'ly  rogiGtcrod  by  name,   name   of  vessul  on  irhich  they  came,   port  of 
departure,   nai.i.e   of  the   ship's   captain,    and  port   of  debarkation.    Tlicy  uere  also 
required  to  sir;!!  an   oath  of  allegiance   to  th->j   King  of  --ngland.   lany  of  theLic 
passenf;er  lists  have  been  preserved  and  some   of  ther.i  ccriipiled  into  book  foim 
by  I.   Daniel  ii-upp,    called,    "ITiirty  Thousand  Ilaraes   of  Immijpr-ants".    This  is  an 
excellent  book  to  find  when  your  Qerjnan   ancestor  came   to  America.   Available  at 
tlie  Filson  Club  Library  in  Louisville. 

About  17!j6,    there  was  a  rather  larf;;e  German  eiiii(;--ratiou  froiii  Peixnsylvania  to 
iuowan  'jOimty,   ;!.    Lar,  iiero,    I'hey  lorra,,  a  sottlenc-nt  on  the   ladi-d.n  li-iver  not 
too  far  froi.i  the   coimty  scat   of  Salisbur^r^   a  few  miles  doini stream  from  where 
Daniel  Joonc  later  lived.   Thjy  did  not  mix  much  i.rLth  ^-oh   other  settlers  and 
later  tr.e  .itate  prepared  a  short  account  of  their  settlement.   Tliis  is   copied 
below. 

TIIJZ  GL^l&L'LJId   07  mdTil  (lUiOLliLi 


IJlien  the  first  German  settlers  came  to  North  Carolina,  they  were  more  interest- 
ed in  caring  for  their  land  and  families  than  they  were  in  recording  their 
history  or  entering  into  public  life.  Therefore,  only  meager  early  records  are 
available,  it  apparently  never  occurred  to  them  that  someday  some  of  their 
descendants  might  be  interested  in  their  earlj'"  life.  The  language  barrier  vjas 
another  reason  against  their  entering  public  life,  '.iith  these  thoughts  in 
minUj    the  State  of  h'orth  Carolina  has  vfritton  a  brief  history  of  their  early 
life  find  this  is  recorded  in,  "Golonicil  iLocords  of  liortli  Carolina ','.  The 
following  article  on  Beck's  Church  is  taken  from  this  work. 

"The  fertile  lands  of  Abbot's  Greek,  Leonard's  Creek  and  Muddy  Fork  early  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  the  Genaan  fanners  from  Pennsylvania.  It  is  on  the 

waters  of  these  streams  that  we  find  their  churches  of  an  early  date.  As  in 
other  sections,  there  were  union  churches  where  the  Hefonried  and  the  Luther- 
an people  peaceably  worshipped  God  after  their  custom  on  alteinate  Sundays. 
The  Reformed  congregations  now  made  two  charges  in  this  county.  Hie  Lower 
Davidson  Consists  of  four  congregations  -  Beck's,  i^anuel,  Ht.  GaiTiiel  and 
wei-usalem.  Of  these  "Beck's  Church"  is  the  oldest,  and  its  organization  dates 
back  to  the  first  settlement,  but  im  positive  dates  are  to  be  had.  The  deed 
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for  53  acres  of  laiid  bears  the  date  178?,  but  at  that  time,  there  was  a  Reform- 
ed congregation  in  existence  and  a  log  house  of  worship.  This  cJiurch  is  about 
six  miles  south-oast  of  Lexington." 

Some  records  of  the  familes  from  this  area  who  later  emigrated  to  Harrison 
County  (sec  later)  have  boon  found  in  the  minutes  of  this  church.  JUiyone 
interested  in  these  faiidlies  would  do  i.rell  to  visit  this  church. 

Immigrant  Trails  to  Harrison  County       ■  ,.  . 

The  route  from  Pennsylvania  v;as  usuallj^  overland  to  the  vicinity  of  Pitts- 
bur^a  and  thence  by  flat-boat  or  overland  follovriLng  the  Ohio,  usually  on  the 
Kentucky  side,  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  and  thence  to  Jiarrison 
Coujity, 

From  Virginia  the  route  vas   up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  what  is  now  eastern 
Tennessee,  through  the  Cumberland  Gap  and  over  the  old  V/ildemess  Uoad  to 
Louisville  or  to  the  mouth  of  Salt  Ulvor,  thence  to  i-iarrison  County.  The 
route  from  iioi-uh  Carolina  vjas  northward  to  Tennessee  and  over  the  saiae  trail. 

Fa.rly  Settlers 

'■ftio  were  some  of  the  settlers  coming  to  Harrison  County  from  these  states? 

Squire  Boone  came  from  Rowan  County,  11.  Car.  about  l802  folloTring  his  brotlier, 

Daniel,  ;jho  had  made  extended  hunting  trips  into  v/hat  was  later  to  become 

Harrison  County,  liith  little  doubt,  he  follov7ed  his  brother's  trail  which 

later  becarae  the  Wilderness  Road. 

Jacob  and  John  Lopp,  \;ho  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lioones  in  Rowan  County, 

followed  Sduirc  ijoone  in  loO?  -  08.  They  entered  land  on  6/10/1 80? ,  evidently 

rGtumod  to  U.  Car,  nnd  returned  to  Harrison  Couiity  irLth  their  fajnilies  in 

l80o. 

Catherine  Bierly  Beanblossom  and  her  six  sons,   her' brother  John  iiierly-  later 

spelled  i-jyerly  by  some  branches   of  the   family,    and  Joim  ^'rank;    neighbors   of 

the  Lopps  follovjod  them  in  li)ll, 

David  llara  from  Itowan  County  caiae  via  kentuclcy  .-.md/or  Tennessee   in  I8II; 

Daniel  NcRae   ccuae   from  neai-  WiliniJni'ton,   N.   Car.    in  ItilU. 
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John  Keplcj,    the  founder  of  Hew  Salisbury,    came  from  Hoxiraii  Coimty  at  a  later 

date, 

James  Bean  came  from  Burke  County,  N.  Car,  via  Franliin  County,  Tenn,,  Tfhere 

he  riiarriGd  Sallie  Littell,  to  the  county  about  I816, 

"Jacob  Conrad  or,  and  Henry  otoneci-pher  (Hexnrick  Stulnaifert)  loft  Washington 
County,  Pa,  about  1790  and  first  settled  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Grass  Creek  in 
Jefferson  Co.,  Ky.  About  1c>01j,  the  otonecj-phers  removed  to  Clark  Co.,  Ind., 
v/here  several  of  the  children  were  married,  and  tlience  to  Harrison  County. 
The  Conrads  also  reached  the  county,  exact  date  unlmoi.Ti, 

John  Shuck  left  Horthur.iberland  Co.,  Pa,  about  1795  and  removed  to  Washington 
Co.,  Ky.  Three  sons;  Philip,  Christopher  and  Geoi'ge  Sr.  .and  one  daughter, 
itozann  who  m;irriccl  Daniel  Vonncr,  cajae  to  the  county  prior  to  lUlO.  They  were 
listed  as  residenti of  the  county  when  their  father's  estate  was  settled  in 
V/ashington  County  in  that  year, 

Garrett  and  .'.Jilliajii  Apple  gate  came  from  Alleghenjr  and  Washington  Counties,  Pa. 
about  1816. 

Kichard  McMahon  came  from  Pennsylvania  in  I806.  His  dau[;hter,  Hosanna}i  who 
married  Joel  Wright, is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  bom  in  Harri- 
son County, 

Others  from  Pa.  were:  James  Hays  in  I808,  John  Zenor  in  I0O8,  Jolm  Sjjiiler  in 
I8O9,  and  Samuel  Ciirrent  in  l8l5.  Charles  Reader  and  Jacob  Stockslager  came 
at  a  later  date. 

Perhaps  tlie  fre ate 3^  number  of  Harrison  County  families  came  from  Virginia, 
many  of  them  from  Shenandoah  County,  Host  of  these  were  of  Gennan  origin,  some 
of  whom  were  probably  descendants  of  Hessian  soldiers.  There  \jas   a  large  Hess- 
ian prison  csunp  near  'Winchester,  Va.  where  many  prisoners  were  supposed  to  be 
interned,  liowever,  since  these  men  had  no  interest  j.n  continuing  resistance 
against  the  Colonies,  they  were  allowed  tmusual  freedom  and  privilej^es.  They 
becarae  acquainted  vrith  local  girls  and  after  the  War  remained  in  ^i-merica, 
married  and  became  the  progenitors  of  many  prominent  farailies.  oomo   Harrison 
County  faiiiilies  from  ShenandoaJi  County,  Hessian  descendants  or  othendse  vjere: 
Polly  Hamraon  Casner  (Kosner)  came  with  her  faiaily  about  ir)l6,  via  Tennessee, 
where  her  husband  died  in  I8IO.  ohc  married  Peter  Vandoventer  in  Tenn.  in  I8II 
and  he  too  came  to  the  county. 


fci'   wjio  hr,i\   .To 


5  i-oi.  Jrur.jO   n.:';  ni;':.,i;\'    '.a!.!;    /n-^ji;;;^  .j 


-7- 


Ephriam  Fleskman  came  in  I806.  He  was  buried  in  a  small  cemetery  not  far  from 
tlie  bank  of  the  Ohio  ii.ivcr  about  half  way  betvjecn  Horvin's  Landing  and  the 
mouth  of  Buck  Gi-cek.  I  have  been  told  by  what  I  believe  to  be  a  reliable  source, 
that  a  former  ovmer  of  the  land  paid  a  resident  01  Haucl.port  v5  to  remove  the 
three  stones  in  a  skiff  during  one  of  the  floods  and  di^op  then  in  the  river 
channel . 

Moses  Funkhouser  camo  in  I0O8,  Jacob  Doll  in  1817,  Jolm  Hauck  in  l(il3,  some 
say  as  early  as  loOb-Oy  but  tliis  seems  incorrect,  Jacob  Sherman  in  lo2u,  and- 
John  Fravel  in  16 2a. 

Others  were;  Jacob  Haas,  Philip  P.  Sonner,  John  Pitiaan,  William  Gwartney  and 
tlic  WisoraiLn  faiTiily,  .-    .   -    . 

'fhomas  Sriith  came  from  Frederick  County,  Va,  in  1g07  end  i'aos  Brandenburg  in 
1816. 

xiobert  Shields,  the  progenitor  of  the  Shields  family  in  Harrison  County  re- 
moved from  itock±!i[:ham  Co.,  Va.  to  Sevier  Co.,  Tenn.  in  I78I4..  Jesse  Shields, 
his  youngest  child,  married  in  .jovier  Co,  and  came  to  the  county  in  I807. 
Robert's  daughter,  Janet,  married  John  Tipton  and  they  also  came  in  I807. 
Others  from  Virginia,  county  unlcnovm  i/ere;  Reuben  Littell  in  I817  and  vJilliam 
Woodi/J-ard  in  lolj.5.  Benjamin  Borden  and  Jaiaes  Shrigley  cariie  at  a  later  date, 

Adam  Croiser,  Anthony  Dodds,  Adam  Douglas  and  others  caiae  from  Hew  York  state 
in  1816  and  settled  near  Lacona. 

Libraries  are  another  source  of  information.  The  Gorydon  Library  has  other 
books  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  above.  They  also  have  the  1820  census  of 
Indiana.  Here  the  heads  of  fariiilies  are  listed  alpliabetically  x:ith  the  county 
of  residence  together  irLtli  the  number  of  males  and  females  in  various  age 
groups.  This  is  not  too  much  help  but  it  \i±ll   show  whether  or  not  irour   an- 
cestor was  in  the  county  prior  to  this  witi  and  also  show  the  total  number  of 
children  iji  the  faiaily.  'ilie  I83O  ^   lOUO  census  gives  about  the  Scuae  thing. 
However,  startiaag  ii-i  1850,  the  census  gives  the  ncaac  of  each  member  of  the 
faraily,  their  age  and  place  of  bii-th.  The  Hew  Alb:jiy  Library  has  Loicrofilra 
copies  of  these  census  records  for  mcnj   Indiana  counties.  Tlie  attendant  told 
me  they  had  cHl   froiii  l;)30-l880,  the  latest  released,  for  all  counties  south 
of  Indisnapolis .  I  know  they  also  have  records  for  some  of  the  northern 
counties.  'Ttiese  records  are  laost  helpful  in  establlhing  tlv.   naacs  of  all 
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members  of  a  family  v/ith  the  year  and  place  of  birth.  The  Indiana  State  Lib- 
rary and  the  Fort  Wajme  Library,  said  to  be  the  second  best  genealogical  lib- 
rary in  the  country,  also  have  valuable  inf  orraatiou.  The  Filson  Club  Library 
in  Louisville  has  very  good  Kentuclcy  records  if  any  of  your  ancestors  lived 
in  that  state.  They  also  have  several  books  on  the  thirteen  original  colonies. 
Tlie  Kentuclry  Librar;^^,  located  on  tlie  carapus  of  V/estem  I'.entucty  lAiiversity  in 
3ov7ling  Green,  also  has  excellent  Kentucly  records.  The  Latter  Day  Saints 
(Hormon)  Library  in  Salt  Lake  City  is  the  best  genealogical  library  in  the 
country  and  possil)ly  in  the  uorld.  I  am  told  that  they  have  a  card  file  con- 
t?j.ning  thousands,  perhaps  millions  of  namns.  iJlicn  a  Hoiiaon  child  starts  to 
school,  he  must  bring  a  chart  shoirLng  four  generations  of  his  family  on  both 
his  father's  and  mother's  side.  For  a  small  fee,  ^ij1-2  they  v/ill  search  this 
file  foi-  any  naine  in  irhich  you  are  interested.  They  '..all  not  do  any  extensive 
researh  but  if  they  find  your  name,  they  vfill  send  you  alist  of  naraes  of 
people  who  vfill  do  tliis  work. 

All  of  the  above  irork  is  directed  towards  finding  the  names  of  your  ancestors 
and  where  they  lived.  However,  if  you  vjant  a  complete  family  history,  you  will 
probably  have  to  visit  the  counties  where  they  have  lived  and  seai'ch  the  re- 
cords there  or  have  someone  do  it  for  you.  vihat  records  are  available  at  the 
county  courthouses  and  '.j-hat  should  you  look  for?  Records  differ   slightly  from 
county  to  county  and  state  to  state.  However,  in  generaJ.,  the  same  information 
will  be  found  in  any  county  althou"h  perhaps  under  another  name  and  in  a  dif- 
ferent place.  So  let  us  use  Harrison  County  as  an  example,  the  one  with  which 
I  am  most  faiiiiliar. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  and  most  used  record  is  the  marriage  records. 
These  are  recorded  in  a  series  of  Ijooks  starting  Jn  I809  and  continuing  to 

the  present  tii:ie.  i/e  have  been  parti cularly^j In  this  coiuity  that  none  of  our 
records  have  been  destroyed  Iry  fire,  floods  or  other  disasters  as  has  been 
the  case  in  many  comitxiesi  Many  courthouses  \ierc   burned  during  the.Qi'vil  ^'^ar 
i-ri. th  the  loss  of  many  records.  Others  have  burned  inadvertently  or  records 
have  been  lost  by  floods. 

i^arly  marriage  records  arc:  quite  different  from  what  we  Icnov;  to-day.  i^s  re- 
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cordc;d  they  give  the  name  of  the  groom  and  bride,  date  of  license,  consent 

given  by  if  either  was  not  of  age,  and  the  return  shoxring  actual  date  of 

marriage  and  by  xxhom  performed.  No  printed  license  forms  ijore  available  in 
the  early  days  ..'Ut  .ijre  written  longhand  on  slips  of  paper  -  this  was  scarce 
then  -  as  irere  the  returns  also.  A  typical  example  follows: 

To  anyone  authorized  to  perforin  marriages: 

Tou  ai'e  required  by  law  to  join  together  in  the  Holy  state  of  I^'Iatri- 
mony  Jolxn  Smith  and  I-iary  Jones  and  this  shall  be  your  authority  for  so 
doing.  Dated  this  2nd  day  of  1-larch  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  l3lO. 

Signed; 

liobert  3ro\m,  Clk  of  H.G, 

liany  of  those  slips  may  be  found  in  file  boxes  stored  in  the  east  vault  on 
the  first  floor  of  the  courthouse.  If  you  are  luclcy,  you  mccy   also  find  the 
consent  form  shoirLng  the  nanie  and  the  relationship  of  the  person  giving  con- 
sent for  the  marriage. 

As  time  went  by,  books  with  printed  forms  became  available  and  still  later 
a  iri-tnes3  form  was  added.  However,  many  of  tliese  were  never  used.  In  some 
cases,  the  father  or  brother  signed  these  forras  and  this  gives  valuable  in- 
formation. At  a  still  later  date,  about  '1880,  an  application  form  was  added 
giving  the  name  of  the  parents,  age  of  groom,  etc.  Hov/evcr,  this  ijas  a  sep- 
arate f  OCTK  nbt  boamd  in  the  book  so  that  m^my  iiave  been  lost  but  if  available, 
they  too  will  bs  found  in  the  boxes  mentioned  above.  Beginning  about  l8oy, 
these  application:; were  pasted  in  the  book  with  the  license  and  later  they  be- 
came a  part  of  the  printed  forms  in  the  book,  Tlius,  one  can  readily  see  that  tJ>ti 
amount  of  fami.ly  information  to  be  obtained  from  these  mai-riage  records  de- 
pends upon  tlie  date  of  marriage, 

i Jills  arc  also  an  inportant  record.  These  are  also  recorded  in  books,  each  of 
wliich  is  indexed.  These  som'-times  gives  the  naiie  of  the  iri.fe  and  each  of  the 
surviving  children  and  this  gives  a  good  family  record.  Hou'ever,  many  wills 
simply  state  that  the  property  "be  equally  divided  among  rny  children"  some- 
times giving  the  number,  i.e.  "among  my  four  children".  Unfortunately,  many 
people  died  leaving  no  viill.  However,  estates  had  to  be  Sv-ttled,  especially 
if  there  were  minor  children.  Hie se  ''estate  settlements"  are  stored  in  boxes 
find  indexed  in  a  book  marked  "Probate".  These  give  the  value  of  the  estate, 
if  above  v)!?00,  the  name  of  the  administrator  and  his  final  settlement.  In 
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several  casas  with  uhich  I  am  familiar,  the  administrator  toolc  what  \ja.s   left 
after  paying  all  debts  as  payment  for  his  sei-vices.  Ihis  recordx  sometiiies 
contain  a  list  of  heirs  but  most  times  not.  Search  of  these  records  requires 
a  lot  of  patience  to  scan  each  bit  of  paper  to  determine  if  thoy  contain  any 
information  of  value. 

liocords  of  civil  action  in  the  Court  are  perhaps  not  one  to  ;ihich  a  person 
would  turn  iriien  seeking  genealogical  information  but  they  are  often  import- 
ant. This  is  especially  true  where  a  person  died  x;ithout  leaving  a  will  and 
the  heirs  cannot  decide  on  a  division  of  the  estate.  In  this  case,  the  adjnin- 
istrator  or  one  of  the  heirs  vri.ll  sue  the  remain:mg  heirs  and  the  matter  will 
be  settled  by  the  Court,  itecords  of  the  case  vri.ll  name  all  heirs,  perhaps  on 
a  subpoena  sujiimoning  them  to  court.  Another  is  ;/here  there  is  not  enough  cash 
on  hand  or  derived  from  the  sale  of  personal  property  to  pay  all  debts  and 
the  administrator  laust  sell  some  real  estate  to  got  additional  money.  In  this 
case,  he  petitions  the  Court  for  penaission  to  sell  and  names  each  of  the 
heirs.  These  records  are  recorded  in  books  and  file  boxes  with  an  index  in  a 
book  marked,  "Civil". 

Other  records  includes  guaxdianship  bonds  and  proceedings  dealing  ^ri.th  or- 
phans. All  of  x.i:(i   Gi-ove  iri.ll  be  found  in  the  Clerks  office  or  vault  ad- 
joining. 

liecords  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uecordvirare  land  or  real  estate  trans- 
actions, mortagos.and  soldiers  discharge  papers.  The  earliest  land  transact- 
ions are  recoi-ded  in  the  "Tract  Book"  and  shows  the  first  oxmers  of  each  piece 
of  land  as  purchased  from  the  land  offices  at  Vincennes  or  Jefforsonville. 
These  are  listed  by  section  in  each  of  the  townships  and  unless  you  laiow  the 
section  or  at  least  the  toimship,  finding  the  najiie  of  your  ancestor  may  be 
rather  difficult,  I'^ortiznately,  howijver.  Youth  Corps  workers  under  the  direct- 
ion of  lir.  i^rcd  Griff iji,  indexed  this  book  by  name  in  1971.  -'-  copy  of  this  in- 
dex is  in  the  Corydon  Library.  Deeds  arg  recorded  in  books  and  indexed  imder 
Grantor  (sullor)  and  Grantee  (iJuyt.'r).  These  records  are  usefiLl  iii  several 
ways.  .'iom.  times  .i  person  purchased  Imid  before  moving  to  the  county  and  his 
place  of  residence  at  that  time  v/ill  be  given,  Al;jo  people  sometimes  left  the 
county  before  sculling  tlieir  land  juid  the  deed  v/ill  often  sho\J  the  county  and 
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state  to  which  he  moved.  Tlicse  deed^  uill  also  give. some  indication  of  when  a 
porcon  cai.ie  to  the  county  since  they  usually  purchased  land  just  before  or 
soon  after  comitig.  -^t  the  very   least,  it  proves  that  a  person  uas  in  the  co- 
uiTty  at  a  given  time.  However,  little  family  information  can  bo  gained  from 
deeds.  Tlie  {jivon  nariie  of  the  irife  is  sometimes  stated  and   if  the  deed  is  to 
one  of  tlie  ;3ame  Gumame,  one  may  assiime  that  it  is  a  son.  However,  this  can 
not  be  certain  unless  other  records  prove  that  there  \;as  a  son  of  this  name, 
if  you  are  interested  in  tracing  a  certain  piece  of  land,  look  in  the  tract 
book  and  obtain  the  mane  of  the  origin?!  .owner.  Then  look  for  this  name  in 
tlic  Grantor  index  to  see  when  and  to  i.jhora  sold,  the  grantee.  Then  look  for 
this  second  n^iae  in  the  GrcUitor  index  to  detenrdne  when  and  to  vrhom  sold. 
Continue  this  process  to  the  present  tirae. 

Your  ancestors  probably  lived  in  several  counties  in  several  states.  From  the 
above  you  vjill  see  the  various  records  which  must  bo  searched  in  each  of  these 
counties.  This  is  not  a  short  or  easy  task  and  may  take  years  to  complete  de- 
pending- on  the  time  -rou  have  to  spend  on  it.  But  it  is  a  rewarding  taskJ  Not 

aan-  be  proud  and 
only  will  you  have  a  family  history  of  w-hich  you  can,«enjoy  but  you  irill  also 

have  the  satisfaction  of  uaving  done  something  well  worth  leaving  to  your 
posterity.  This  is  most  rewarding,  at  least  I  have  foimd  it  so.  1  hope  the 
abcve  vrill  make  your  task  a  little  easier. 

Based  on  a  talk  given  at  a  meeting  of  the  Harrison  County  Historical 
Society  on  jopt,  25th  ly?2. 

Walter  3,  Beaiiblossom. 
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